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Kudumbashree Technology Advancement Programme (K-TAP) takes a new leap in the agricultural sector

*Developed more than 180 technologies in collaboration with renowned agricultural-technical research institutions in the country for the project

Thiruvananthapuram: Kudumbashree has come up with the Kudumbashree Technology Advancement Programme (K-TAP) with the aim of modernizing the agricultural sector and ensuring sustainable income for women farmers. The objective of the project is to provide better employment opportunities to women by using innovative technologies in agriculture and allied sectors, including production, value-added product manufacturing, processing and marketing, and achieving progress in all areas of agriculture. For this, a centralized technology repository has been prepared in collaboration with renowned agricultural technology research institutes in India. Accordingly, Kudumbashree has acquired more than 180 new technologies.
This is the first time that Kudumbashree has acquired so many technologies for the modernization of the agricultural sector and the empowerment of women farmers. The new project will change the face of agricultural activities currently being implemented through Kudumbashree. Currently, about 4.3 lakh women are cultivating rice, banana, various vegetables and fruits in 92,442 farmer groups under Kudumbashree across the state. In addition, producer groups, agricultural enterprises, farmer producer companies and integrated farming clusters are also functioning. Thus, Kudumbashree will provide assistance to those working in the agricultural sector to strengthen their livelihood activities through the new technology bank. Entrepreneurs who are currently doing good agriculture and related businesses have been identified for this. They will be trained in collaboration with leading agricultural research and technology institutions in the country. The implementation of the new project will pave the way for them to increase their income.
A big leap is also expected in areas such as processing of agricultural products, value addition of small grains, coconut products, and eco-friendly packaging. Technology will also be used to innovate organic production methods, smart farming, packing, branding, and licensing. This will pave the way for expansion of existing enterprises and increase in income.
The project also includes a plan to overcome all the limitations currently faced in product marketing. For this, premium level products will be prepared with the aim of exporting as well. In addition, activities related to this will ensure the necessary certifications and food safety standards for marketing Kudumbashree agricultural products in national and international markets.
The K-TAP Programme will be utilized to find the best agricultural entrepreneurs from the younger generation, including the Kudumbashree Auxiliary Groups, which is the youth wing of Kudumbashree. The goal is to enable the youth to find a good career in the agricultural field. For this, they will be introduced to modern farming methods and processing technologies. Entrepreneurship development training will also be provided.
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